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*  HOUSEHOLDS  OF   TWO  OR  MORE  PERSONS 


U.  S.   DEPARTMENT  OF  AGRICULTURE 


N  EG.   3901  -  57  (  2)      AGRICULTURAL   MARKETING  SERVICE 


Almost  all  families  in  a  nation- 
wide sample  whose  food  use  was  sur- 
veyed in  the  spring  of  1955  used  eggs. 
As  would  be  expected  on  account  of 
their  home -produced  supplies,  farm 
families  used  more  eggs  per  person 


than  other  groups.  Data  from  the  1955 
Survey  of  Household  Food  Consumption 
have  now  been  published,  and  are  the 
basis  for  the  above  chart.  Analyses  of 
these  data  will  appear  in  further  issues 
of  this  Situation. 


UNITED  STATES  DEPARTMENT  OF  AGRICULTURE 
AGRICULTURAL  MARKETING  SERVICE 
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SUMMARY 

The  outlook  for  egg  prices  to  farmers  in  the  last  half  of  1957  has 
been  improved  by  the  large  cuts  so  far  this  year  in  hatchings  of  chicks  for 
laying  flock  replacement.    Hatchings  in  January  were  21  percent  below  the 
same  month  last  year  and  on  February  1,  30  percent  fewer  replacement-type 
eggs  were  in  incubators  than  a  year  earlier.    The  reduced  early  hatch  indi- 
cates the  probability  of  a  larger  cut  in  the  fall  pullet  flock  than  antici- 
pated earlier. 

Farmers  in  January  intended  to  raise  9  percent  fewer  chickens  this 
year  than  last.    This  cut  will  be  exceeded  if  hatchery  operations  are  main- 
tained at  the  early  season  level.    However,  the  reduction  is  likely  to  be 
less  than  early  in  the  season,  because  the  prospect  for  improved  prices  next 
fall  may  stimulate  hatchings  of  replacement  chicks  later  this  season. 

Current  egg  prices  are  lower  than  at  any  time  in  the  spring  of  either 
1955  or  1956.    Average  production  of  about  3-5  million  cases  weekly  in 
February  was  about  on  a  par  with  the  month's  output  in  those  years.  The 
laying  flock  is  less  than  1  percent  larger  than  a  year  ago,  and  pro-e- 
duction rates  for  the  next  2  months  or  so  are  likely  to  peak  at  about  year- 
ago  levels. 

Average  prices  this  spring  are  likely  to  continue  lower  than  a  year 
earlier.    This  fall,  however,  prices  are  likely  to  average  above  a  year 
earlier  because  of  the  reduction  in  laying  flock  replacement  this  spring. 
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Storage  demand  may  be  strong  enough  this  spring  to  prevent  further 
substantial  egg  price  declines,  if  prospects  continue  for  a  sharply  reduced 
pullet  flock  this  fall.    Also,  since  early  in  February,  the  Department  of 
Agriculture  has  been  buying  about  50*000  cases  of  eggs  weekly  which  have 
been  used  in  the  School  Lunch  Program. 

Broiler  production  in  1956  rose  to  a  record  of  1.3  billion  birds, 
2k  percent  more  than  in  1955*    Greater  integration  of  production  and  market- 
ing, and  lower  production  costs,  helped  make  the  increase  possible  despite 
lower  prices  than  in  any  year  since  19^1.    Prices  so  far  this  year  have  been 
higher  than  in  the  last  few  months  of  1956,  but  the  U.  S.  average  farmers' 
price  of  19.^-  cents  in  mid-February  was  2  cents  lower  than  a  year  earlier. 
Recent  placements  have  been  k-T  percent  higher  than  a  year  earlier. 

Turkey  hatchings  to  date  exceed  last  year  by  more  than  farmers' 
January  intentions  which  were  to  grow  10  percent  more  turkeys  than  in  1956. 
The  1956  crop  of  76  million  birds  was  record  large.    Per  capita  consumption 
equivalent  to  5*1  pounds  of  ready-to-cook  turkey  was  only  0.1  pound  larger 
than  in  1955*    Storage  stocks  in  late  1956  rose  to  a  record  high,  and  on 
February  1,  1957*  were  75  million  pounds  above  a  year  earlier.    These  large 
stocks,  plus  prospective  larger  supplies  of  fresh  turkeys,  will  discourage 
price  increases  such  as  occurred  in  January-July  last  year.    Current  prices 
for  frozen  turkeys  in  New  York  City  are  8  to  11  cents  per  pound  below  a 
year  earlier. 

CURRENT  SITUATION  AND  OUTLOOK 

Egg  Production  At  High 

for  the  Season;  Price  Lags 

Egg  production  in  January  was  again  at  a  record  high  level  for  that 
month,  continuing  the  trend  of  the  past  decade,  and  February  was  about  at  the 
record  of  1956,  after  allowance  for  the  shorter  month  this  year.    Numbers  of 
layers  on  hand  were  only  slightly  above  a  year  earlier,  though  considerably 
lower  than  in  other  recent  years.    Rates  of  lay  per  bird  were  generally 
higher.    Mid-month  average  egg  prices  received  by  farmers  were  the  lowest  of 
any  month  in  the  2  years. 

By  mid -summer,  prices  will  likely  be  rising,  however,  and  for  the  sec- 
ond half  of  1957  are  likely  to  average  higher  than  in  1956.    This  is  because 
a  smaller  fall  egg  production  than  last  year  is  expected  to  follow  the  cut  in 
the  195Y  replacement  hatch. 

In  mid-January,  tbe  U.  S.  average  egg  price  received  by  farmers  was 
33.2  cents  per  dozen,  13  cents  lower  than  a  year  earlier.    Egg  prices  rose 
slightly  a  few  days  after  the  January  25  announcement  of  resumption  of  United 
States  Department  of  Agriculture's  egg  buying  program.    But  prices  later 
slipped  back  about  to  the  mid-January  level.     In  mid-February,  the  U.  S.  aver- 
age was  32.8  cents,  compared  with  33.2  cents  a  month  earlier  and  k0.2  cents  a 
year  earlier. 
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The  USDA  purchased  1^,000  cases  in  the  week  of  February  7,  the  first 
week  of  the  renewed  egg  buying  program,  and  the  following  amounts  (thousands 
of  cases)  in  successive  following  weeks:     kQ,  50,  56,  and  k$.    These  purchas- 
es have  leveled  off  at  a  quantity  consistent  with  the  capacity  of  the  School 
Lunch  Program  to  absorb  eggs.  (About  12  million  children  attend  schools  to 
which  eggs  may  be  supplied.)  This  compares  with  peak-season  egg  production 
at  the  rate  of  about  h  million  cases  weekly.    USDA's  top  paying  price  for 
large  eggs  in  mid -western  locations  in  mid -February  was  3^.90  cents  per  dozen. 

Egg  production  is  presently  (mid -March)  at  or  near  its  seasonal  peak. 
After  mid -February,  the  commercial  breaking  of  eggs  for  frozen  storage  prob- 
ably exceeded  year -ago  rates;  weekly  net  reductions  in  frozen  stocks  in  35 
cities  were  smaller  than  in  1956.    Storage  of  shell  eggs  was  on  the  whole 
greater  to  early  March  than  a  year  ago.    Total  civilian  disappearance  was 
very  slightly  larger,  but  not  by  a  percentage  as  large  as  the  decline  from  a 
year  ago  in  egg  prices,  nor  as  much  as  the  1^  percent  annual  increase  in 
population.    These  increases  were  of  course  made  possible  by  the  production 
increase  over  the  preceding  year,  particularly  in  the  period  centered  on 
January  1,  when  output  was  8  percent  higher  than  a  year  earlier. 


Early  Replacement  Hatch  Smaller 
than  in  1936 

The  number  of  replacement -type  chicks  produced  in  commercial  hatcheries 
by  March  1  had  been  cut  substantially  from  the  year  before .    In  February, 
farmers  had  stated  intentions  of  cutting  their  purchases  of  such  chicks  by 
9  percent.    Reductions  in  hatchings  so  far  are  much  sharper,  but  the  percent- 
age cuts  are  likely  to  taper  off  in  coming  months.  March,  April,  and  May  are 
the  most  important  hatching  months .    About  63  percent  of  the  replacement 
chicks  were  hatched  in  this  period  last  year. 

Hatchings  of  replacement -type  chicks  in  December  and  January  were  re- 
spectively 8  and  21  percent  lower  than  in  the  corresponding  months  a  year 
earlier.    Eggs  in  incubators  February  1  were  30  percent  fewer  than  a  year 
earlier,  when  they  were  relatively  high  (table    9) .    Recent  operations  were 
below  1955  by  a  somewhat  smaller  percentage  than  the  decline  from  1956,  a  year 
of  record -large  January  and  February  hatches  for  replacement  purposes. 

January  hatchings  of  egg -type  chicks  in  the  East  and  West  South  Central 
States  declined  less  than  10  percent.    The  total  for  the  Mountain  States  was 
small  but  over  a  year  earlier.    Decreases  in  other  regions,  however,  are  sharp 
enough  to  make  the  21  percent  drop  in  January  hatchings  for  the  United  States 
as  a  whole.    Eggs  in  incubators  on  February  1  were  down  an  average  of  30  per- 
cent for  the  United  States.    The  smallest  cut  was  8  percent  in  the  East  South 
Central  States.    The  intentions  survey  indicates  increases  only  for  the  East 
South  Central  and  Pacific  regions.    The  East  and  West  South  Central  regions 
only  recently  have  developed  a  sizable  interest  in  commericial  egg  production. 
Promotion  there  for  additional  integrated  controlled-quality  flocks  is 
reported  to  be  stronger  than  in  other  areas  of  the  country. 
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The  intentions  survey  also  reported  that  farmers  plan  no  sharp  change 
in  the  makeup  of  total  replacement  chick  orders  either  for  straight-run  or 
sexed  chicks.    Revised  data  show  a  slight  increase  above  previous  estimates 
of  the  proportion  of  chicks  sexed.     (Sexing  is  the  practice  of  sorting  day- 
old  chicks  according  to  sex.)  If  farmers  follow  February  intentions ,  they  will 
buy  5^  percent  of  their  chicks  as  sexed  pullets,  compared  with  53  percent 
last  year  and  50  percent  in  1952 •    Previously,  it  was  believed  that  fewer 
than  4  5  percent  of  purchases  had  been  sexed  chicks . 

Storage  the  Key 

to  Near -Term  Prices 

Storage  of  shell  eggs  has  been  encouraged  by  the  favorable  spread  be- 
tween the  price  for  egg  future  contracts  and  the  price  of  fresh  eggs  for 
current  delivery.    Contracts  in  mid-February  for  September  and  October  deli- 
very were  about  38  cents  per  dozen  in  Chicago,  and  in  early  March  were  about 
1^  cents  lower.    These  prices  compare  with  about  k^-kh  cents  a  year  earlier 
and  3^  and  31  cents  respectively  at  the  expiration  of  the  September  and 
October  1956  contracts.    Fresh  eggs  suitable  for  storage  fluctuated  around 
32  cents  in  mid-February  1957.>  and  under  30  cents  in  early  March,  compared 
with  hO  cents  a  year  earlier.    The  difference  in  mid-February  as  well  as  in 
March  between  cash  and  future  prices  is  considered  greater  than  the  costs  of 
preparing  eggs  for  storage  and  holding  them  to  early  fall. 

Egg    prices  for  the  remainder  of  the  spring  are  likely  to  continue 
below  a  year  ago.    They  could  hold  for  the  next  few  months  at  about  the  level 
of  early  March,  if  demand  for  eggs  for  storage  holds  up  well  through  the  end 
of  the  flush  production  season,  and  if  the  hatch  is  reduced  enough  to  increase 
prospective  fall  outlets  for  eggs  from  storage .    But  prices  could  decline 
further  before  mid-June  if  storage  demand  should  be  filled  before  the  flush 
production  period  is  over.    This  is  a  particular  possibility  if  prices  first 
rise  high  enough  to  encourage  larger  hatchings  than  are  novr  in  prospect. 

Because  monthly  egg  production  to  about  mid-year  will  be  considerably 
larger  than  current  consumption,  a  sizable  proportion  of  the  output  will  go 
into  storage .    Although  August-December  egg  production  is  likely  to  be  small- 
er than  in  1956,  and  prices  higher,  there  are  limits  to  the  quantity  of  eggs 
that  might  be  stored  without  depressing  further  demand  for  additional  eggs 
for  storage .    Accumulations  of  shell  eggs  have  been  on  a  long-term  downtrend  , 
and  the  peaks  of  the  last  k  years  have  averaged  less  than  2  million  cases. 
If  holdings  should  substantially  exceed  this  level  before  the  season  of  high 
production  has  passed,  further  demand  for  eggs  for  storage  in  the  shell  would 
likely  weaken,  because  even  the  likelihood  of  reduced  fresh  egg  supplies  in 
the  fall,  and  a  higher  general  level  of  egg  prices,  do  not  necessarily 
assure  a  proportionately  larger  outlet  for  stored  eggs  at  prices  that  will  be 
profitable  to  storers. 

There  are  coresponding  limits  to  the  seasonal  peak  to  which  frozen  egg 
stocks  might  rise,  without  discouraging  further  commercial  egg  breaking 
operations.    Current  stocks  of  frozen  egg  are  2h  million  pounds  larger  than 
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a  year  earlier.    The  1956  season-peak  stocks  of  177  million  pounds  were 
18  million  smaller  than  a  year  earlier,  but  the  relatively  large  production 
in  the  off-season  months  of  1956  resulted  in  smaller  net  withdrawals  from 
storage.    As  a  result,  present  stocks  exceed  last  year.    Storers  now  are  re- 
luctant to  build  stocks  up  to  the  levels  of  last  summer  unless  it  becomes 
reasonably  apparent  that  egg  prices  in  the  fall  will  be  high  enough  to  dis- 
courage large-scale  commercial  production  of  liquid  egg    at  that  time. 

Hen-Pullet  Distribution 
in  Current  Laying  Flock 

Pullets  made  up  65  percent  of  the  January  1  laying  flock,  compared 
with  63  percent  at  that  time  last  year,  but  this  is  a  smaller  proportion  than 
in  other  recent  years,     (table  10).    These  data  indicate  the  situation  for 
several  months  following,  because  the  small  monthly  hatchings  of  replacement- 
type  chicks  in  the  fall  result  in  too  few  newly -maturing  pullets  to  alter 
substantially  the  hen-pullet  ratio.    Culling  in  the  few  months  after  January 
is  also  at  a  low  ebb. 

A  year  ago,  the  proportion  of  pallets  to  total  layers  was  smaller  than 
usual,  reflecting  the  Ik  percent  cut  in  1955  in  "the  number  of  chickens  raised, 
and  the  offsetting  retention  of  a  large  number  of  hens  for  a  second  year  of 
laying.    Because  hatcheries  produced  7  percent  more  replacement  chicks 
through  midsummer  1956  than  a  year  earlier,  an  almost  proportionate  increase 
in  January  1,  1957  pullets  had  been  expected.    At  the  same  time,  a  sharper 
cut  was  expected  than  actually  reported  in  the  number  of  hens  on  farms 
January  1,  1957*    The  larger  cut  had  been  expected  because  of  the  reduced 
number  of  chickens  raised  in  1955 >  the  small,  number  of  1955 -hatched  layers 
remaining  in  flocks  on  October  1,  1956,  and  the  October  1  estimate  of  the 
hen-pullet  breakdown  of  the  laying  flock. 

The  January  1  data  are  based  upon  a  survey  of  wide  scope.  Schedules 
were  returned  by  about  120,000  farmers.    Monthly  crop  reports  including  the 
October  1  report  are  based  upon  typical  returns  of  about  kO  thousand.  There- 
fore, the  January  1  data  on  composition  of  the  flock  tend  to  supersede  the 
October  1  figures  which  had  suggested  relatively  more  pullets  and  fewer  hens 
(table  10).    The  more  extensive  January  1  survey  also  revealed  a  higher 
absolute  level  of  chicken  numbers  for  that  date  than  was  consistent  with 
the  previously-issued  figure  for  December.  Revisions  have  been  issued  and  are 
reflected  in  table  (2). 

Broilers  t    Placements  k-"J  Percent 
above  Year -Earlier 

Total  broiler  production  is  continuing  to  increase.    Early  March 
prices  were  above  20  cents  per  pound  in  major  producing  areas,  but  in 
the  past  few  months  low  prices  in  the  Northeast  forced  reductions  in  the 
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guarantees  specified  for  growers  in  their  agreements  with  contractors.  West 
Coast  prices  also  are  so  low  as  to  force  reductions  in  the  output  of  the  in- 
dustry there.    The  Southeastern  States  seem  to  he  less  affected  by  the  low 
prices.    Less  attractive  off -farm  work  opportunities  in  the  South  than  in 
other  broiler  areas  are  cited  as  one  explanation  for  continued  broiler  expan- 
sion in  that  area,  along  with  aggressive  management  of  integrated  operations. 

Farmers'  mid-February  broiler  prices  averaged  19.^  cents  per  pound, 
compared  with  18.0  cents  a  month  earlier,  and  19 • 7  cents  as  the  (unweighted) 
1956  average.    During  February  on-farm  quotations  in  the  principal  producing 
areas  ranged  between  17  and  19  cents  per  pound  except  on  the  Pacific  Coast 
where  prices  were  slightly  higher. 

Early  March  placements  of  almost  26  million  chicks  weekly  were  exceeded 
in  1956  in  April,  May,  and  June  weekly  averages  but  otherwise  were  higher  than 
1956  rates. 

If  usual  seasonal  patterns  carry  through,  placements  are  likely  to 
rise  in  the  next  few  months,  and  later  marketings  will  be  correspondingly 
larger  than  at  present.    Such  a  trend  may  be  encouraged  by  the  rise  in  early 
March  in  broiler  prices.    Demand  tends  also  to  rise  seasonally  to  a  summer 
peak.    Consequently,  influences  of  shifting  supply  and  demand  may  about  off- 
set each  other,  and  little  net  change  is  likely  in  farmers'  broiler  prices  in 
the  next  few  months, 

A  smaller  number  of  chicks  is  expected  to  be  raised  this  year  for  lay- 
ing flock  replacement,  and  late-summer  competition  with  broilers  from  young 
by-product  cockerels  as  a  result  will  likely  be  less  than  in  1956.    In  1955 
farmers  raised  Ik  percent  fewer  replacement-type  chickens  than  in  the  prece- 
ding year.    The  correspondingly  reduced  marketings  of  cockerels  in  August  and 
September  of  that  year  helped  support  broiler  prices  in  these  months  despite 
the  then-record  level  of  broiler  marketings. 

Turkeys ;    Large  Crop 
Coming;  Storage 
Holdings  Record 

Poult  hatchings  to  date  exceed  intentions  reported  earlier  in  the 
year.    In  January,  turkey  raisers  intended  to  increase  their  operations 
10  percent  above  the  1956  record  crop  of  76  million  turkeys.    Earlier,  far- 
mers keeping  turkey  breeder  hens  had  also  expressed  intentions  toward  an  in- 
crease.   January  hatchings  and  February  1  eggs  in  incubators  are  ahead  of 
last  year  by  about  50  and  25  percent  respectively,  but  later  hatchings  in  the 
peak  months  of  the  year  are  likely  to  show  smaller  increases. 

The  1957  production  increases  are  likely  to  be  mostly  in  heavy 
breeds.    Farmers'  intentions  to  raise,  called  for  a  13  percent  increase  in 
heavy  breeds  including  whites,  but  a  3  percent  decline  in  small -breed 
turkeys.     January  hatchings  of  all  heavy  breeds  were  up  62  percent  from 
1956  (whites,  +1^  percent,  bronze,  +  103  percent),  and  light-breed 
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turkeys  were  up  ih  percent.    Eggs  in  incubators  on  February  1  were  up  from 
last  year  by  26  percent  for  heavy  breeds  and  21  percent  for  light.    In  11 
important  States,  weekly  egg  settings  since  February  1  have  averaged  slightly 
above  last  year  for  each  of  the  3  major  categories  of  turkeys. 

Sales  of  turkeys  by  farmers  are  now  near  a  seasonal  low  point.  Sales 
of  breeder  hens  will  be  heavy  in  April,  and  sales  of  young  turkeys  will  be 
increasing  at  that  time.    But  it  usually  is  late  summer  before  current 
marketings  exceed  consumption,  and  then  a  surplus  becomes  available  for 
storage.    Current  storage  stocks  are  the  largest  on  record  for  the  date. 
February  1  holdings  of  171  million  pounds  were  75  million  pounds  larger  than 
a  year  earlier.    A  privately-conducted  survey  of  these  stocks  indicates,  as 
in  past  years,  that  they  are  preponderantly  of  large  turkeys  (table  15  )  for 
which  the  best  outlet  is  mass-feeding  establishments. 

Wholesale  prices  of  frozen  ready-to-cook  turkeys  in  New  York  are  8  to 
11  cents  a  pound  below  a  year  ago.    Contrary  to  the  situation  at  holiday 
seasons  when  the  principal  demands  are  for  consumer-size  turkeys,  the  highest 
prices  now  are  for  the  heaviest  toms,  which  are  used  in  restaurants,  hotels, 
and  institutions.    Such  birds  require  little  more  effort  in  preparation  than 
smaller  birds  yielding  fewer  servings.    The  net  yield  of  edible  meat  per 
gross  pound  also  is  more  favorable  on  the  large  turkeys.    Last  year's  steady 
price  rise  until  mid-summer  for  heavy  turkeys  is  unlikely  this  year. 


The  next  issue  of  The  Poultry  and  Egg  Situation 
is  scheduled  for  release  on  May  20. 
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Table    3.-  Storage  stocks  of  shell  eggs:    First-of -month,  U.  S.,  1950  to  date; 
weekly,  35  cities,  April  1956  to  date 


Year 

\  Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Apr. 

May 

June 

July 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

cases 

cases 

cases 

cases 

cases 

cases 

cases 

cases 

cases 

cases 

cases 

cases 

(a)  Monthly,  U.  S. 

1950 

110 

380 

735 

1,296 

2,147 

3,412 

3,667 

3,163 

2,568 

1,558 

502 

61 

1951 

Oil 

7C 

(5 

159 

309 

973 

2,083 

2,270 

1,615 

958 

527 

230 

1952 

Ikl 

238 

942 

1,596 

2,184 

3,184 

3,357 

2,728 

2,169 

1,709 

1,000 

393 

1953 

1  CO 

153 

375 

816 

1,431 

1,513 

1,199 

027 

2oo 

137 

1954  : 

89 

73 

133 

442 

728 

1,348 

1,639 

1,435 

1,031 

833 

636 

325 

1955  : 

193 

^35 

258 

479 

1,183 

2,088 

2,292 

2,244 

1,680 

1,140 

804 

333 

1956  : 

111 

299 

306 

309 

638 

1,200 

1,453 

1,259 

1,020 

727 

616 

525 

1957  : 

320 

330 

(b)  Weekly,  35 

cities 

Weeks  : 

1957 

1956 

First  : 

203 

246 

395 

252 

556 

967 

1,176 

1,024 

844 

558 

447 

356 

Second  : 

214 

282 

475 

295 

644 

1,049 

1,153 

990 

782 

541 

408 

310 

Third  : 

230 

310 

369 

737 

1,116 

1,111 

952 

710 

502 

378 

256 

Fourth  : 

244 

350 

461 

854 

1,152 

1,054 

910 

630 

473 

391 

207 

Fifth  : 

1,182 

590 

199 

Table  4  .-  Storage  stocks  of  frozen  egg:    First-of -month,  U.  S.,  1950  to  date; 
weekly,  35  cities,  April  1956  to  date 


Year 

Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Apr. 

May 

June 

July 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

lb. 

lb. 

lb. 

lb. 

lb. 

lb. 

lb. 

lb. 

lb. 

lb. 

lb. 

lb. 

(a)  Monthly,  U 

S. 

1950 

54 

55 

73 

117 

155 

180 

188 

175 

155 

133 

104 

76 

1951 

47 

31 

33 

62 

109 

163 

190 

191 

176 

151 

122 

95 

1952 

67 

53 

61 

84 

111 

146 

166 

163 

144 

124 

95 

72 

1953 

50 

35 

42 

65 

99 

132 

160 

153 

133 

110 

87 

61 

1954  : 

42 

38 

42 

92 

136 

167 

186 

181 

161 

139 

118 

95 

1955 

75 

66 

63 

84 

126 

171 

194 

195 

180 

155 

128 

101 

1956 

74 

51 

42 

61 

95 

140 

172 

177 

168 

152 

132 

109 

1957 

87 

75 

(b)  Weekly,  35 

cities 

Weeks 

1957 

1956 

First 

46 

4l 

37 

36 

51 

71 

90 

94 

91 

80 

70 

59 

Second 

45 

42 

37 

39 

56 

76 

92 

94 

89 

78 

67 

55 

Third 

44 

40 

43 

60 

79 

93 

93 

86 

76 

64 

52 

Fourth 

43 

39 

47 

65 

84 

94 

92 

84 

73 

62 

49 

Fifth 

88 

83 

48 
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Table    5.-  Frozen  egg,  by  types:    Stocks  and  New  York  wholesale  prices 
per  pound,  1957  to  date  with  comparisons 


Item  [ 

Year  ' 

Unit  j 

Jan.   [  Feb.   *  Mar.   \  Apr.   j  May    \  June 

Albumen  : 
Stocks  on  first  of  : 
month  : 

1955  : 

1956  : 

1957  : 

Mil. lb: 
Mil  .lb.: 
Mil. lb.: 

25 
17 
28 

21 
11 
27 

20 

9 

25 
15 

37 
25 

50 
39 

Average  prices,  : 
first  full  week  of  : 
month  : 

1955  : 

1956  : 

1957  : 

Ct.  : 
Ct.  ' 
Ct.  , 

15 

:27 
:16 

3/k  20 
28 
1/4  15 

21 
27 

1/4  ik 

18 

1/2  23 
3/h 

3  A  19 
3/4  24 

19  1/2 
1/4  23  1/4 

Yolk  : 
Stocks  on  first  of  : 
month  : 

1955 
1956 
1957 

Mil.lb. 
•Mil  .lb. 
.Mil  .lb. 

18 

:23 
:20 

16 
18 
17 

17 
15 

23 
20 

32 
29 

43 

38 

Average  prices,  : 
first  full  week  of 
month  1/  j 

:  1955 
1956 
1957 

:  Ct. 
:  Ct. 
:  Ct. 

w 

:54 
:53 

8/ 
1/2  5^ 

52 

1/2  53 
1/2  51 

50 
50 

1/2 

1/4  53 
1/2  51 

52 

3/4  49  1/2 

Mixed  whole 

Stocks  on  first  of 
month 

'  1955 
:  1956 
:  1957 

:MilJ.b. 
:MIL.lb. 
:  Mil.  lb. 

^29 
:29 
:3^ 

25 
19 
28 

23 
15 

32 
22 

52 
35 

71 
56 

Average  prices, 
first  full  week  of 
month  3/ 

:  1955 
:  1956 
:  1957 

:  Ct. 
:  Ct. 
:  Ct. 

':26 
:25 

32 

1/4  33 
1/4  26 

3/4  32 
1/2  2/ 
1/2  26 

1/2  28 
31 

1/4  29 
3A  33 

1/4  28  1/2 
1/2  32 

1/  Highest  color  quoted. 

2/  Insufficient  wholesale  sales  to  report  prices. 
3/  "Spring  pack"  whenever  quoted  separately. 


"Unclassified"  frozen  egg  is  not  included  in  this  table. 
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Table  7«-  Egg -feed  price  ratio,  farmers'  intentions  to  raise  chickens,  chickens 
raised,  and  pullets  on  farms,  United  States,  1925  to  date 


Year 

:  Egg -feed 
:  price 
:  ratio 
:  (weighted 
:  average) 

:  ^ 

Chickens 
raised 

Pullets 
on  farms, 
January  1 
:  following 

Percentage  of  preceding  year 

Farmers 1 
, intentions 

to  raise 
,  chickens 

Egg-feed 
price 
:  ratio 
(weighted 
average) 

:  ±J 

Chickens 
raised 

Pullets 
,on  farms, 
January  1 
following 

JVl-L-L  : 

M-?  1 

Pet. 

Pet. 

Pet. 

Pet. 

1925 

•12.9 

679 

103 

1926  ! 

13.5 

718 

105 

106 

1927  : 

13.4 

750 

99 

104 

1928  : 

12.2 

700 

91 

93 

1929  : 

13.1 

751 

253 

107 

107 

1930  : 

13.8 

777 

244 

105 

103 

96 

1931  : 

10.6 

709 

230 

77 

91 

94 

1932  : 

11.6 

736 

237 

109 

104 

103 

1933  : 

14.3 

750 

23O 

123 

102 

100 

1934  : 

10.9 

644 

212 

76 

86 

89 

1935  : 

n.U 

658 

226 

105 

102 

107 

1936  : 

13.1 

715 

249 

115 

109 

no 

1937  : 

9.4 

601 

215 

72 

84 

86 

1938  : 

11.4 

651 

242 

108 

121 

108 

113 

1939  : 

12.6 

697 

254 

108 

111 

107 

105 

1940  : 

10.  k 

634 

240 

96 

83 

91 

94 

1941  : 

11.5 

745 

278 

109 

1  1  T 

111 

llo 

llo 

1942  : 

13.2 

844 

315 

112 

115 

113 

115 

1943  : 

-L4.  ( 

XyUU± 

OCA 

350 

116 

111 

119 

110 

1944  : 

11.2 

832 

301 

83 

76 

83 

86 

1945  : 

12.8 

890 

322 

96 

114 

107 

107 

19^6  : 

11.9 

738 

281 

86 

93 

83 

87 

1947  : 

11.3 

719 

278 

94 

85 

97 

99 

1948  : 

9.8 

615 

258 

80 

87 

86 

93 

19^9  : 

12.7 

705 

287 

107 

130 

115 

111 

1950  ': 

9.6 

620 

258 

88 

76 

77 

90 

1951  : 

11.4 

623 

261 

96 

119 

101 

101 

1952  : 

9.1 

561 

238 

90 

80 

90 

91 

1953  : 

H.3 

548 

255 

96 

124 

98 

107 

1954  : 

10.9 

540 

257 

100 

96 

99 

101 

1955  2/  : 

9*7 

462 

239 

82 

89 

86 

93 

1956  2/  : 

12.1  (12.9) 

2/472 

252 

103 

125 

102 

105 

1957  3/  : 

(9.6) 

91 

(74) 

l/  Weights  are  as  follows:    Preceding  November,  1;  preceding  December,  2;  January,  3> 
February,  4;  March,  5;  April,  3;  May,  1.    2/  Preliminary.    3/  For  1957>  November  - 
February;  comparable  1956  in  parentheses . 
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Table   8.-  Indications  of  changes  in  monthly  distribution  of  replacement 
chicks  during  hatching  season,  1952  to  date 


Item  and  year 

:    Unit  : 

Feb.  , 

Mar. 

:  Apr. 

:  May 

:  June  : 

July 

Hatchery  output  of  chicks  for 

farm  flock  replacement 

Percentage  of  previous  year 

104 

74 

1952 

Percent  , 

112 

92 

52 

n.a. 

1953 

do. 

97 

99 

102 

107 

127 

n,a. 

1954 

do. 

118 

117 

109 

94 

76 

n;a. 

1955 

do. 

n.a. 

73 

81 

77 

93 

n.a. 

1956 

do. 

121 

103 

101 

105 

108 

106 

Young  chickens  on  farms  for  flock 

replacement,  first  of  month 

Number 

1952 

Million 

221.9 

356.4 

428.7 

463-0 

1953 

do. 

219-2 

342.7 

405.6 

464.2 

1954 

do. 

229-8 

345.8 

409.4 

475.9 

1955 

do. 

169.9 

273.8 

329-3 

n.a. 

1956 

do. 

177.9 

279.8 

333.1 

n.a. 

Young  chickens  on  farms  for  flock  ; 

replacement,  first  of  month 

Percentage  of  previous  year 

1952 

Percent 

102 

93 

90 

91 

1953 

do. 

99 

96 

95 

100 

1954 

do. 

105 

101 

101 

103 

1955  : 

do. 

74 

79 

80 

n.a. 

1956 

do. 

105 

102 

101 

n.a. 

n.a.  -  Not  available. 


Table    9. -Monthly  hatchings  of  replacement -type  chickens,  United  States, 
available  data,  1954  to  date,  and  replacement-type  eggs  in 
incubators,  February  1957 >  and  chickens  raised,  1954  to  date 


Item  : 

1954 

1955  : 

1956  i 

1957 

:  Million 

Million 

Million 

Million 

Hatchings 

40.7 

January 

32.9 

32.3 

February 

71.2 

86.0 

2/(70) 

March 

1/201.5 

148.8 

153-8 

April 

1/193-9 

163.9 

165.3 

May 

1/111.5 

107.9 

113.1 

June 

:  1/33-9 

32.7 

35.2 

July 

14.9 

15.8 

August 

12.6 

14.5 

September 

14.1 

15.3 

October 

16.6 

17-3 

November 

15.5 

15.7 

December 

17-5 

16.0 

Total,  calendar 

year 

648.6 

Total,  12  months 

ending  July  of 

given  year 

685.3 

Chickens  raised, 

calendar  year 

540.0 

461.9 

471.9 

1/  Derived. 

2/  Eggs  in  incubators  first  of  month  as  a  percentage  of  preceding  year. 
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Table  10.-  Composition  of  the  January  1  laying  flock, 
1950  to  date,  and  origins  of  each  category 


a.  Pullets 


Year 

Number 
of 

chickens 
raised  , 

',  Percent 
of 

[  farmers ' 

chick 
purchases 
',  bought 
as  sexed 
pullets 

Presumed 
number  of 
pullets  in 
chickens 
raised  l/ 

• Number : Percent : 

Laying 

'Dill  1  r 

ranuarj 

Not  : 
vet  ' 
lay-' 
ing 

its  on  hand, 
t  1,  following 

!  Total  :    Total  f  * 
(from  :    percent  of" 

rou^ded;0^^^;  Iet£» 

data)  *               # raised 
*             •  • 

Mil. 

Pet. 

Mil .        Pet . 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Pet. 

Pet. 

1950  i 

620 

32 

397 

6k 

229 

29 

258 

k2 

60 

1951  : 

623 

33 

399 

6k 

231 

30 

261 

k2 

66 

1952  : 

561 

37 

370 

66 

215 

23 

238 

k2 

6k 

1953  : 

5^8 

k2 

378 

69 

231 

2k 

255 

hi 

68 

195^  : 

5^0 

h9 

39^ 

73 

233 

25 

257 

kQ 

65 

1955  : 

462 

50 

351 

76 

211 

27 

239 

52 

68 

1956  : 

472 

53 

73 

219 

32 

252 

53 

73 

1957  : 

2/5^ 

b.  Hens 


Year 

:        Pullets  on 
!       farms,  Jan.  1 

:    Hens  on  farms, 
:  Jan.  1  following 

:           Hens  as  a 

:  percent  of  pullets 

;  Mil. 

Mil. 

Pet. 

1950 

:  287 

Ikl 

k9 

1951  : 

:  258 

136 

53 

1952  : 

:  261 

135 

52 

1953  : 

238 

116 

k9 

195^  : 

:  255 

111 

kk 

1955  : 

:  257 

122 

kl 

1956  ! 

239 

120 

50 

1957  ! 

252 

l/  Including  allowance  for  chicks  bought  straight  run  as  well  as  straight 
cockerels . 

2/  Intentions. 
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Table  13--  Turkeys  raised  and  related  data;  available  data,  1930  to  date 


Absolute  numbers  : 

Change  from  preceding  year 

Turkey- 

Number 

Percent 

Breeder : 

:  Turkey- 

■: Breeder : 

Turkey- 

: Farmers ' 

: Breeder 

Year  : 

Turkeys 

feed 

hens  on: 

Turkeys 

:  feed 

:hens  on: 

Turkeys : 

feed 

:  inten- 

:hens  on 

raised 

price 

farms, : 

raised 

:  price 

:  farms, : 

raised  : 

price 

:  tions 

:  farms, 

ratio 
i  / 

Jan.  1  : 

2/ 

:  ratio 

:Jan.  1  : 

2/  : 

ratio 

:to  raise: Jan.  1 

y 

:  1/ 

:      2/  : 

1/ 

: turkeys 

:  2/ 

Mil. 

Lb. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Lb. 

Mil. 

Pet. 

Pet. 

Pet. 

Pet. 

a.    All  turkeys 

1930  : 

17 

11.2 

-1 

-1.9 

-6 

-15 

1931  : 

18 

10.7 

1 

-0.5 

5 

-4 

1932  : 

22 

IJ4..6 

4 

3-9 

22 

36 

19^  : 

23 

11-7 

1 

-2.9 

4 

-20 

1934  : 

22 

8.0 

-2 

— 3  7 

-7 

-32 

1935  : 

21 

7.6 

-1 

-.4 

-4 

-5 

1936  : 

28 

12.2 

7 

4.6 

3k 

61 

1937  : 

26 

6.6 

3-5 

-2 

-5.6 

-8 

-46 

1938  : 

27 

10.7 

3-2 

1 

4.1 

-0.3 

4 

62 

6 

-7 

1939  : 

3^ 

12.5 

3-9 

7 

1.8 

•  7 

25 

17 

27 

21 

19^0  : 

34 

9-k 

4.6 

3/ 

-3.1 

•  7 

1 

-25 

5 

18 

19^1  : 

33 

9-k 

3-8 

-1 

0 

-.8 

-4 

0 

-3 

-16 

1942  : 

11 
jj 

k.o 

3/ 

.7 

.1 

kl 

7 

8 

3 

194^ 

32 

12.  k 

3-9 

-l 

2.3 

-.1 

-2 

23 

12 

-2 

1944  : 

35 

11.3 

4.2 

3 

-1.1 

•  3 

10 

-9 

2 

8 

19^5  : 

43 

11.8 

4.5 

8 

•  5 

•  3 

22 

4 

8 

7 

1946  : 

1*0 

11.1 

4.8 

-3 

-7 

•  3 

-6 

-6 

-5 

a  7 

19^7  : 

34 

10.2 

3.8 

-6 

-•9 

-1.1 

-15 

-8 

-16 

-22 

19U8  : 

32 

7.7 

2.5 

-2 

-2.5 

-1.2 

-7 

-25 

-18 

-33 

19^9 

4l 

13.1 

3-1 

10 

5.4 

.6 

31 

70 

25 

24 

1950 

44 

10.2 

3.3 

3 

-2.9 

.1 

8 

-22 

1 

1951  ; 

53 

9.0 

3-2 

9 

-1.2 

.1 

20 

-12 

1 

-2 

1952 

62 

9.2 

3-7 

:  9 

.2 

•  5 

17 

2 

11 

15 

1953 

60 

8.2 

3-2 

-3 

-1.0 

-.5 

-4 

-11 

-8 

-14 

1954 

68 

9.1 

3-1 

8 

•9 

-.1 

13 

11 

7 

-2 

1955  5/ 

•  66 

7.5 

3.0 

-2 

-1.6 

-.1 

-3 

-18 

-4 

-3 

1956  5/ 

76 

9.0 

3-2 

11 

1.5 

.2 

16 

20 

6 

7 

1957  5/ 

7.5 

3-6 

-1-5 

-17 

10 

12 

b. 

Heavy-breed  turkeys 

1953 

*6 

2.7 

6/-1 

6/-2 

j 

1954 

^9 

2.4 

5 

-3 

12 

6 

-9 

1955  5/ 

49 

2.5 

3/ 

y 

0 

2 

1956  5/ 

.  63 

2.8 

14 

•  3 

29 

14 

12 

1957  5/ 

3.2 

.4 

13 

14 

c  • 

Light-breed  turkeys 

1953 

•  16 

0.5 

6/-2 

bj-9 

-23 

40 

1954 

:  19 

.7 

3 

.2 

17 

9 

1955  5/ 

:  17 

•  5 

-2 

-.1 

-12 

-11 

-19 

1956  5/ 

:  14 

.5 

-3 

-.1 

-19 

-16 

-14 

1957  5/ 

.  .4 

3/ 
1.1. — 

-3 

-2 

1/  Weighted  average  of  monthly  ratios  as  follows :    1930-44,  preceding  October,  1;  preceding 
November,  4;  preceding  December,  4;  January,  1.    1945  to  date,  preceding  October,  2;  preceding 
November,  4;  preceding  December,  3;  January,  1.    2/  Computed  from  unrounded  data.     3/  Change 
smaller  than  0.5.     kj  Less  than  0.05.     5/  Preliminary.    6/  Derived. 
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Table   l4«-  Turkeys:    Numbers  raised,  1953  "to  date,  and  intentions  to  raise  turkeys,  1957 


Year 

Heavy  breed 

:  Light 

:  All 

White  1/ 

:     Other  1/  : 

Total 

breed 

turkeys 

Million 

Million 

Million 

Million 

Million 

Raised 

1953 

43-4 

16.4 

59-8 

1954 

1+8.5 

19.2 

67.7 

1955 

48.8 

16.8 

65.6 

1956  2/ 

U.  S.  total 

15-5 

47.2 

62.8 

13.6 

76.3 

North  Atlantic 

2.4 

1.6 

4.1 

0.6 

4.6 

East  North  Central 

3.0 

5-3 

8.4 

1-7 

10.0 

West  North  Central 

5-6 

13-1 

18.7 

2.5 

21.2 

South  Atlantic 

1-9 

4.8 

6.7 

5.9 

12.6 

South  Central 

1.9 

5-7 

7-5 

1.2 

8.8 

Western 

0.7 

16.7 

17.4 

1-7 

19.1 

Intentions  to  raise  turkeys  3/ 

1957 

U.  S.  total 

17-1 

54.1 

71.2 

13.1 

84.3 

North  Atlantic 

2.4 

1-7 

i+.l 

.6 

4.6 

East  North  Central  : 

3-5 

6.0 

9-5 

1.4 

10.9 

West  North  Central 

6.6 

15.6 

22.2 

2.3 

2U.5 

South  Atlantic 

1-9 

5-9 

7-7 

6.4 

lk.2 

South  Central 

2.1 

6.5 

8.6 

1.2 

9-8 

Western 

.6 

18.4 

19.O 

1.2 

20.2 

1/  Derived. 

2/  Preliminary. 

3/  As  of  January,  1957- 


Table  15.-  Turkeys:    Composition  of  storage  stocks,  available  data,  September  1953  to  date 


Percentaj 

ie  of  total  reported  holdings 

,  by  weight 

September  30 

January  31 

1953 

:    1954  : 

1955 

1956 
1/ 

:    1954  : 

1955 

1956  : 

1957 

Pet. 

Pet. 

Pet. 

Pet. 

Pet. 

Pet. 

Pet. 

Pet. 

Eviscerated  torn  turkeys 

36 

41 

30 

33 

73 

72 

74 

79 

Eviscerated  hen  turkeys 

45 

46 

55 

56 

8 

18 

17 

16 

Eviscerated  broiler-fryer 

type  turkeys 

11 

7 

13 

10 

3 

4 

5 

4 

N.  Y.  dressed  torn  turkeys 

5 

5 

1 

1 

15 

4 

3 

1 

N.  Y.  dressed  hen  turkeys 

3 

1    ;  < 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

2/ 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

lb. 

lb. 

lb. 

lb. 

lb. 

lb. 

lb. 

lb. 

Size  of  sample  on  which 

80 

108 

percentages  are  based 

':  46 

50 

48 

59 

87 

70 

Total  U.  S.  cold-storage 

124 

96 

holdings,  same  date 

i  69 

78 

77 

98 

125 

171 

1/  Do  not  add  to  100  due  to  rounding. 
2/  Less  than  0.05  percent. 


Institute  of  American  Poultry  Industries. 
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U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture 
Washington  25,  D.  C. 


Penalty  for  private  use  to  avoid 
payment  of  postage  $300 


OFFICIAL  BUSINESS 


NOTICE 

If  you  no  longer  need  this  

publication,  check  here  /  / 
return  this  sheet,  and  your  name 
will  he  dropped  from  the  mailing 
list. 


If  your  address  should  he  changed, 
write  the  new  address  on  this 
sheet  and  return  the  whole  sheet  to 

Administrative  Services  Division  (ML) 
Agricultural  Marketing  Service 
U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture 
Washington  25,  D.  C. 
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